
Welcome to District 214’s 
BPAC Parent Evening for 

Russian-Speaking Families

Thursday, September 19



Agenda

6:30-7:20 pm: Presentation about Academic and College Preparedness 

7:20- 8:00 pm: Question and Answer Session

8:00-8:30 pm: SENIORS ONLY Regarding how to Prepare for FAFSA Completion 
Night  (FSA ID)



Staff and Contact Information
WHEELING HIGH SCHOOL
Svetlana Fastov 847-718-7060 (English and Russian)
Grace Alderson  847-718-7054 (English and Polish)

BUFFALO GROVE HIGH SCHOOL
Olesya Priyma 847-718-4367 (English and Russian)
Francesca Murphy 847-718-4070 (English) 

NEWCOMER CENTER
Angela Sisi 847-718-7836
Marina Balan 847-718-7937 (English & Russian)
Diane Guzman 847-718-7937 (English)



District & State Graduation Requirements



College Admission Recommendations

4 credits English

4 credits Math

3 - 4 credits Science

3 - 4 credits Social Science

2 credits World Language



Grading System
General, Dual Credit, AP, EL



Grading System

General        Honors & Dual Credit Advanced Placement (AP)

4.00 scale 4.50 scale 5.0 scale

A=4.00 A=4.5 A=5.0

B=3.00 B=3.5 B=4.0

C=2.00 C=2.5 C=3.5

D=1.00 D=1.5 D=2.5

F=0.0



Grade Point Average (GPA)

Two grade point averages are computed and recorded on report cards and 
transcripts. 

The weighted GPA is computed by dividing the sum of the weighted grade points 
by the number of credits attempted. 

The non-weighted GPA is computed by dividing the sum of non-weighted grade 
points (A = 4, B = 3, etc.) by the number of credits attempted. Grades earned in 
physical education and driver education are not included in either GPA.



What is a 
transcript and 

why is it 
important?



State/Standardized Testing 

All Students will take the SAT Junior Year.  The SAT is focused on the skills and 
knowledge at the heart of education. It measures:

What you learn in high school & What you need to succeed in college

a. Reading Test
b. Writing and Language Test
c. Math Test
d. SAT Essay

COLLEGEBOARD.ORG & ACTSTUDENT.ORG

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/reading
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/writing-language
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/math
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/essay


Student Expectations in each class 

Attendance

Infinite Campus

IPad

Schoology

Naviance

SAT Preparation

Seeking help for academics 



Student expectations continued...

● Set academic goals
○ Do your best in all classes . The last set of grades seen by most 

post-secondary opportunities are your Junior Year Grades
● Review transcript on Infinite Campus website (see counselor regarding 

questions or concerns)
● Get to know your teachers; you may need to ask them for letters of 

recommendation for senior year
● Check if you are on track to meet all graduation requirements



Frequently Asked Questions

What kind of support services are available?

There are several support groups offered during the school day. Parents and students may contact the 
counselor to access services by the school psychologist and social worker.

How do I obtain homework for my absent child?

For brief absences (3 days or less), please e-mail individual teachers for homework. If your student will be 
absent 10 days or more, please contact the Student Services Admin Assistant at (847)718-4022. 
Homework requests may take 24 hours to fulfill.



District 214 
College & Career 

Readiness 



Career Readiness

Career Indicators:
❏ Identify a career interest
❏ Meet two experiential benchmarks listed below

❏ 90% attendance
❏ 25 hours of community service (Harper Promise and in general)
❏ Workplace learning experience
❏ Dual credit Career Pathway course
❏ Two or more organized co-curricular activities

Career and College Research: 
❏ Explore careers
❏ Participate in career treks and D214 Career Nights
❏ Explore different types of colleges





HARPER COLLEGE PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP

HARPER PROMISE REQUIREMENTS:

Good academic standing

Good attendance

Community service

See your counselor or District 214 Website for specific information



Next Steps..

● Attend District 214 college/post-secondary planning events. 
● UPCOMING CAREER NIGHTS!   https://www.d214.org/academics/career-nights/
● Colleges come to WHS and BGHS  - You can find out which colleges are 

coming through the announcements and Naviance 
● Develop Career and College goals
● Students participate in future planning core curriculum with counselors

https://www.d214.org/academics/career-nights/


How To Explore College 
● Campus Visits
● Naviance/Website (college searches & personality inventory)
● Appointment with counselor or post-secondary counselor
● Family discussions
● College representatives                  
● First Generation College Trip       EIU October 7
● Various Workshops  and Events            https://bghs.d214.org/students/calendar-of-events/

https://bghs.d214.org/students/calendar-of-events/


#3 Non-Academics

● Essay/Personal 
Statement

● Letter of 
recommendations 
(Teacher/Counselor)

● Activities - How 
colleges view them 
(quality vs. quantity)

● Level of interest
● Interview
● Deadline dates

#1 Transcript

● Freshman - Junior 
year

● Current senior year 
courses in progress

● Rigor of your senior 
year

● Overall level of 
difficulty

● Grades in core 
courses

● Cumulative GPA

“Right Fit” What Colleges Look At
#2 Standardized Test Scores

● ACT
● SAT



Public (Harper College)

● Open enrollment - still need SAT for placement
● Transfer to 4 year or seek full-time employment
● Commuter
● Certificate Programs, apprenticeship programs, and ESL classes
● Various scholarships available  

Harper College Website-explore! 
https://www.harpercollege.edu/index.php

CHOICES: ASSOCIATES DEGREE = 2 YEARS

https://www.harpercollege.edu/index.php


CHOICES: BACHELOR DEGREE = 4 YEARS

Public (12 in Illinois)

● Medium - Large (10,000-40,000 
enrollment)

● Admissions based on academics
● Cost
● Distance from home: Between 

1-6 hours 

Private

● Small - Large (1,000-25,000+ 
enrollment)

● Religious or Christian based
● Look at the “whole student”
● Cost
● Offer more merit-based 

scholarships



SuperMatch on 
Naviance

*Make sure you save your search*

Naviance Login: Student email (may differ per 
school)

Password: Student ID number 





Questions?



Financial Aid

◻Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA):

⬜Required by every college and university

⬜2019-20 FAFSA: Available Oct 1, 2019         

⬜Will ask for 2018 income

⬜You must create a FSA ID BEFORE applying to the FAFSA

http://www.mefa.org/financial-aid-made-simple/


Financial Aid Continued

What is a Grant?

What is a personal loan? Bank loan?  (paying back with interest)

What are scholarships and how to look for them? 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa













